Subclinical neurological and neurovascular deficits in cocaine dependence. Gender and psychosocial considerations.
Neurological and neurovascular deficits were reported in cocaine abusers. In order to examine the contribution of cocaine use severity as well as other psychosocial factors to these deficits, we examined the following measures in a sample of cocaine abusers (n = 70): blood flow (transcranial Doppler sonography), and psychosocial measures (the Norbeck Social Support Questionnaire, the Symptom Check List 90R, the Beck Hopelessness Scale, and the Ellison Wellness Scale). Blood flow in the anterior and medial cerebral arteries was lower in the cocaine abusers than in the control subjects. Both cocaine use and psychosocial measures significantly predicted decreases in blood flow.